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"CAN SWAMPS REDEEM THE MODEM CITY?" 

It is, I: think, a sad commentary on modern ofvillzation that the theme of my 
remarks tonight might well be: l'Can swamps redeem our cities?" 

Even a few years ago, this question could not have been asked seriously in 
public because ewampe were regarded by all good citizens as an obstacle of 
“progress. 1’ Swampa typified one of man’s moat dangerous foes--untrasuneled nature-- 
and man could not be safe and secure until they were drained, burned, eliminated-- 
and then covered rith aseptic asphalt and cement. 

Today the tragedy is not that we can ask seriously "Can swampa redeem our 
:itiea?” The tragedy rather is that many wil.3. replg that not even swamps can 
redeem the city of today. 

In 1962, the status of our cities, and the livee of the people who reside in 
them, is such that: 

(1) the superb feats of our architects and builders are largely 
nullified by a compounding of congestion and a further taintbig of our 
air and water; 

(2) the expa.nf3io~ of the Atlantic Coast megalopolis means "growthl', 
but it also means that asphalt and manmade thing8 are daily diminishing 
the domain of nature; 

(3) even the new cultural gains of our cities are offset by an 
increase in noise and disruption which create new atreino and conditions 
that are basically hostile to a life-giving enviranaent. 

In other worda, looked at in the round, our pattern of progress is a process 
of one atep forward here and one step backward there, and to many of u8 it seems 
that overti our losses balance out cur gains. 

However, at risk of being branded as an incurable optimist I want to assert 
firmly that I do believe that the conservation of swamps and marshes can help to 
redeem o'ur modern cities. 



Cer ta@izi~~, there ca,: be no doubt thai; cons-r~;at:on leaders are gaining 
Lncouraging publ?c supper t for the preservation of swamp wildernesses in the 
midst of our great cities. 

Not long ago, a farsighted group of Philadelphia conservationists purchased 
the Tinicun marsh, a 200-acre swamp on the outskirts of Philadelphia, for preser- 
vatian as a permsrlent sane tuary of nature end, just a few weeks ago when I was in 
Madison, Wisconsin, the Council of thst gorgeous city announced the purchase of 
the 500.“acre Cherokee Marsh Por preservation w’,thin the city 1iDita. 

Tonight, of course, we are marking a giant step forward in our campaign to 
try to heip cave the modern tit y for in dedicating and preserving New Jersey’s 
“Great Swamp” set in the midst of one of the most crowded areas cf the eastern 
megalopolis we can recall the words of Thoreau: “A town is saved, net more by the 
righteous men in It than by the ‘woods and swamps that surround it J.. . .I’ 

It is all too true that Thoreau was a pionee?, far ahead of his time. No one 
but a Thoreau could have dreemed even 25 yeare ago oI C the significance that swamps 
and their values in vildlife and nature’s freedom would assume in the minds and 
hearts of the city--bound modern man, It is perhaps because more each day sensitive 
men feel a need fGr the healing solituda cf nature. 

Let us hope this recognition has not ccpg, too late. For in the world of 
nature, paradise lost cannot be regained. 

Here in New Jersey-- in this hub of commerce where people are crowded more 
c‘en.sely than anywhere in the United States--you have had the foresight to dedicate 
2,081 acres of your precious iand to its highest use --perpetuation in its natural 
state. 

The dedication of this sea coast lowland not only preserves a unique and 
valuable area, but demonstrates that people are learning to see with the eye of 
the poet, rather than just the ardor of the builder and the conqueror of nature. 
For it takes the modern eye to see the miracles of life in the woodlands and bogs 
of the Great Swamp where too many of our forefathers would have seen only a 
challenge to man’s ingenuity in changing and controlling nature. 

In a very real sense what we are talking about tonight is the change in man 
which is being wrought by our urban culture and its pressures. When our ancestors 
came to America, when they moved in the great migration to the West, they fought 
nature. The trees needed to be cut to clear the way for farms. The swamps had to 
be drained. The rivers and the stream had to be harnessed. 

Today we are taming, I think, to realize that we have won our fight with 
nature all too well. The roads have been cut, the swamps have been drained, and 
too many of our rivers have been degraded fram channels of beauty to the squalor 
of public sewera. 

We are learning that the search of modern, urban atan is not for new ways to 
conquer nature--but for way8 to save the beauty of the out-of-doors so that, to 
use Robert Frost’s words, men can gain new insight from “country things.” 
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This rationale ham motivated yaw ef iort tq estsL3ioh the <ireat Swr;np FIE a 
‘.Jermanent eanctcary fcr tit:: enriciment of Lhe lives ;-t the City-:; xxi6 willlcne 
living ne8r it. The same ratlonale i6 behind ..;he mo-.%ment I see growirs all over 
Anerico. Your own Green Acres Frogram to pro’ride $6; million wrth of Ten epace 
for the people of New Jersey and the $73 zdllion Ww or Never” co-naervr;ltion 
program in New York are model,6 of community foresight fram which every State can 
learn. 

We are work* ag&nst the relentless ticking of the clock--time is against 
us in our efforts to preserve open space. That is why President Kennedy ha8 put 
the energy of national leadership to this endeavor by hi6 recent establishzient 
of the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation to act as a focal point for all thoee groups-- 
Federal, State, local--working toward a ccmmn goal. 

Already opportunities have been lost all over the Nation in the mighty tug- 
of-war quandry for open 8pace. The Sand dunes on the Indiana shores of Lake 
Michigan were offered a8 a national park 26 years ago for the modest price of $200 
per acre. The opportunity slipped by, and today neither love nor money,can buy 
those 681~ much-altered la&8 from their commercial coxnitments. 

Seattle, awaking from it8 Century 21 celebrations, finding that in mid-20th 
Century, its excellent arboretum has becane the basement to an overhead bridge and 
expressway system, while in San Diego, one-fifth of historic Balboa Park is 
ocoupied by echoola, Shops, hO8pftal8, and highways. 

bAany of the Nation’s finest wilderneae areas are falling prey to the quest of 
“$inera8 re8ource8 that may never be there, and in other areas, a few week8 of 
patch logging are ruining wilderneae hiking for decade8 into the future. 

d ’ 
Twenty-five year8 ago, a survey found a dozen outstanding n&tional seashore 

$1 site8 on the Atlantic Coast. Today, two of theee, Cape Hatter86 and Cape Cod are 
deeded in public trust. The others have not yet washed out to sea but are under 
attack by real estate epeculation, despite the harsh storm warnings of the danger 
of building our houses upon the sand. 

One of the finest opportunities for a scenic recreetion mecca lies right in 
the Nation’s Capital. The wide estuary and the upstream palieades and waterfall8 
of the Fotomac River could be 1 sailing, swimming, and strolling site without 
parallel in the world. Xnstead the river and It8 banks areswasted by myoptic 
speculative schemes and jurisdictional babblings. Justice Douglas ha8 nicknamed 
the Potomac, “The Chocolate River,l’ for its burden of filth. A far cry from the 
“green and moist solitude” that to Alex de Tocqueville characterized our great 
national river8 90 years ago. 

We need no prophet to tell us that the problem8 of land abuse and competing 
u8e are going to increase with time. It behooves u8, to sort out the difference: 

< f and with the clearest and most virionary planning, aswre that those area8 which 
:. ,: should be preserved, m preserved. Creative u8e should be made of the numeroue 

$$ 
tools Of land 8lloc8tion: enforceable zoning, scenic and conservation easemente, 
and permanent method8 of Pollution control. Before irrevocable decisions are 04;: ‘. 2% made, the quiet value8 of singing bird end 8loehing marsh should be given their 

4 $ull day in court. I .: . 
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A qmclal Em&y done for the Outdoor Rfxreation Fmouxoea Review r,cs;aisricm 
m&m tht three out of four Ameriaans go no further th8n 3r3 xilee f&44 hr.* for 
a day’s recreational relaxation. The vast weas of sha Far West azw not ~oixg to 
solve the wed of open space for tseteti ractropolitaz:: dwellam who uwt n few 
hour8 Ourcewe fmn crow& and telrvision set,s. The solutions must be found near 
l t hand, where lead costs me SO high, w this group is well awwe. 

When h&r Gherman S. Titov, the Russian wtroxwt, visited blew York last 
spriWl he was asked by reporters what hs thought of the city after the first day 
of hlr visit. Hia answer wme pertinent: There are too mttny cara here and there 
W.” 

‘fhs Great Swamp Ccmxnittee has performed nobly in saving mme greenery for the 
#mater New York regicrr. One of the moat noteworthy aspects of your achievement 
in 8RV~ &eat Swamp ia itr liaison of Federal and private endeavor. Too often 
ad too unfortunately local landamere are the qmnats of dedicated parks and 
wildlife refuges. 

In the cm6 of Great Swamp, your ezasrgetlc philanthropic undertaking is, to 
YI w drsraatlc in its way, as the long-memorablr event c- rated at Morriatom 
t’J&ional Hirtorical Park mar here. YOU have the same determ~ination to oucceed 
“mb your own” that enabled laahingtun and his troops to survive the tinter of 
1779-m. You realiced that the Federal Government Ia not so endoved as to be able 
t0 buy all desirable opan space , 80 YOU rent ahead on your own initiative. Such 
actions deserve to be trumpeted throughout the land as En abiding example of 

+?$ffective citizen action. y ..r 1 dare say Henry Thoreau would applaud. 

Your responsibilities for C&sat Swamp do not terminate when the docuswA3 
transfer from tha Great Swamp Canaittee to the Departarent of the Interior’s Fish 
and Wildlife Scrvloe . In fact, if other dedicated lands can serve a8 an eXa@e, 
thay me W Wiminq. There’will be echemea; there will be alternativee. WY 
a healthy political astuteness and concern for wise land and water use throughout 
your neighborhood will assure your long-range investment here. 

Even at Walden Pond, where the Ambassador of India came to pay hcraage for 
Ghndi’a debt, coPlneroia1 recreationaliste embarked upon a large road building, 
tree clearing, beauh paving rcheme. Protests poured in fram all over the world, 
and finally an injunction from the Supreme Court of Uassachu’eetts halted the 
devastation after an acre of trees had been cleared and part of e hillside pushed 
into the pond. 

Here in the East--if we are not aonstantly watchful--much more of what we 
m8t cherish till also be pushed into the pond. It ies In here, in this coastd. 
population ecqlex, where the conflict of intereet is sharpest between those who 
recognias the absolute necessity of unspoiled coastal marrhes for xa8.ny forms of 
wildlife, and those who think of.8 marsh or swamp as land going to waste, unless 
it can bs plowed into a qiiick dollar. 
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The Croat Snmp %)‘IPcEife Rcfiiye till make ti?r: si@ of the flying gome--tie 
tvoblem ot’ the natimal riliil:fe refuges--as rell itmun as the enblmm of the 
mtional imeets ulld +,he mtlmal park&B, yillior~~ of vmltore Webb meet thie 
slgjn and rcqsct it. Xt mean3 tbt the i.and behind the sign hsa ?xen d:e.?tceted 
by the Amexlcan people to pr~~erv?z~, fc!* thems~:~ee an6 their children, a 
ocipent af native tild;ifr iz the heart c.P Ameri~h*8 ick~strit~~ Pectory, 

The Dq%rtm~it of the L\tcrl.x plam to m&z the G;-eat Swmp a mtZcltla1 ahow- 
ewe for rildlife educs~~,ioz; arid ir!terpreteitian --&II outdoor laboratory where the 
Thorcaue of tmormw u-lil be able to etudy the minutiae of nature, in depth. 

Utmst care will be deroted to develcqing LmagixMiva and cored titerpretative 
features 80 the ILSUIEMR number of students can benefit from the area, end leave the 
minImum of influexe w its frd;Jilc vegetation. Who knowa, perhaps the bear rho 
Once roamed these Itim&, will F,e induced to return! 

We art pionelvriq in Great Swamp--pioneering in private-Federal cocperatim, 
and pioneertag iz~?1 establMment or a tap-flight nature education facility. The 
?aderal cdW!t to m&a this facility the f Inert in the land is just beginnix. 
Ycu too have a job ti assuring that the catalytic ingrediat of the sumr~, Its 

d %J 
atera, ramain clean and flowing from adequate mtream pollutim cor,trol. 

Thorn rho stand to benefit meet frun whatever foresight we exert here arc 
the young people af tomorrow. 

A friend of mim, sind a friend of all of oura, lmg ago wrote, “A boy could 
do worse Wan be a swinger of bimhes,” Tcmfght I will add, *Or a tramper of 
swamps . ” 
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